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The mind is its own place, and the places inhabited by the insane and the exceptionally gifted are so different
from the places where ordinary men and women live, that there is little or no common ground of memory to
serve as a basis for understanding or fellow feeling.
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once, when my sister was very ill, a

in the living room, not knowing whether to brave the storm to

blizzard raged outside, and my parents were sitting late at night
drive to a doctor, to risk all their lives in the process,

They told me this story
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when the room was suf-fused with a
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that they had no-thing to fear.
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They both saw it - the light - they both felt it, they both knew
this was the God of their faith, they both were sure that their
daughter was safe and, as the morning came, my sister's
fever broke and all was well.
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My mother, a learned woman who knew Hebrew and Greek, who wrote books and plays, who
would talk to me of philosophy and her passion for feminism, also spoke in tongues, a
charismatic babbling of nonsense, an ecstatic experience, one of the gifts given to the apostles.
My father, a Lutheran minister who knew Hebrew and Greek, who dedicated his life to the sick,
poor and imprisoned, could, through the power of his words, heal the broken.
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As a young boy interested in Mathematics, a world to which I was beginning to look for
certitude and intellectual comfort, I knew the work of Blaise Pascal who, even though a
harbinger of the Age of Reason, had sewn into his coat a detailed, irrational description of a
moment in his life when he was absolutely certain of the truth of the Christian Faith.
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But at the same time that I lusted after an episode, an experience like
Pascal's, I began also to fear it, seeing it as madness, a profound loss
of my rational mind, a rational mind that was becoming more and

more important to me.
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My friends in high school, who all sought their own quasi-religious experiences in
hallucinogens, offered them to me, but by then I could not let go. I was already on the
razor's edge separating sanity's bright light from the dark night of lunacy.
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Neither the faith of my parents nor the homegrown sacred rites of my
friends were able to convince me to take such a risk. I remained on the
side of lucidity and reason, of sound and careful thinking.
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In 2005, a young woman from Oakland was told by God to
throw her three children into the Bay, which she did,
undressing them and killing them all in a brief ritual after a
day spent in San Francisco, sightseeing and eating hot dogs.
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the other news equally shocking. A few days after, while riding my
bicycle on the Embarcadero, I came across a scattering of flowers

I had seen the story in the paper, but had forgotten it among all
and stuffed animals and notes and candles,
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damp from the soft evening mist off the water. I stopped
and looked at it, not knowing why it was there until I
looked up and saw the lamplights of pier 7 receding
from where I stood into the dusk over the bay,
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a corridor of light to another world, and I remembered
that this was where she had sent her children through

that corridor to another world.
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police psychologist that he take
a letter up in a plane to her

e.g.,her poignant request to the
children in Heaven.
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with all the cli-ni-cal signs of the di-sease the images of the pier and the lights and the
unspeakable terror of the three young boys
each killed by their mother came back to me
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the most com-mon time____ of on - set. How could she be so certain of God's voice? God spoke to
Abraham as well, and asked him to take his own son Isaac,
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whom Abraham loved more than anything in the world, to
a place on a mountain to which God would lead him, and to
sacrifice him, to kill him with a knife and to burn his body,
the body of Isaac his own son, as an offering to God.
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In writing the libretto, LaShaun and I became one and the same. I
accept that she was in communication with God, that He told her to kill
her children. I am compelled by her certainty and her great joy.
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It's frightening to find yourself filthy, crazy,
doing something crazy, with dirty fingernails,
with a craziness about dirty fingernails.
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me, that there were people out of sight,

I was scared that you were going to hurt
trying to touch me.
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And when I am clear, the children are there, scared, frightened
of seeing me change, disappearing there in their sight, trying to
touch me when I am disheveled, hair filthy, itching, crazy.
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Sometimes there is clarity, but it's frightening, confused,
and I know what I have to do, the new religions pushing

out the old religions.
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The new sanity pushes out the old sanity, a logical
consistency of the world to those of us whose rational
thought may just be an indication of our own madness.
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My world is a rational world

that always seems so.
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But You talk to me, You are here with me?
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How is it that he could leave me
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How could he forsake me?
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some-one has cleaned and shined and po-lished the world  just for me. And I put myself into His hands, and
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dressed her children and
got her things together.
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In the third hour, LaShaun looked up and saw the
place in the distance, the place God was to show her.
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And they came to the place which

God had shown her;
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Kiss them for me.

Kiss my boys for me. I did what you told

me and now I am in lockup.

How is heaven holding up? I know I

might not get a letter back.
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I hope they are having fun, I hope they
taking care of them.
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He said no, but I picked him up.
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My oldest boy struggled with me,

it made me mad, and he tried to
run but I just picked him up.
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With one arm and one leg, I swung
him back and forth and flung him
over the railing, into your arms.
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I hope they have a nice house.
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but I threw him into the water.

ma,

He asked,
What are you do-ing ma
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They are gone, but they live in

heaven and in my heart.
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It's too hard for me here, no

one understands, it seems,
that I was touched by you,

chosen for this task.

reality

Scene 9

I want to see you.
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Goddamn you, why did you choose me for this

To be young and to be

called is so sad.

unwelcome task, to kill my only begotten sons, begotten

before all worlds?
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hear you a-gain,

need to
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voice?

Where is your cal - ming
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I have a clarity of thought, a thought

borne of the previous sanity,
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and not the sanity in
which I now find myself.
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The world is suffused with a burning all falsehoods and leaving a truth,
1526 clear and burning reality,
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a truth of such pain I can't fucking stand it.
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Wait, is that you, calling me? I see a light, I catch a glimpse of the sun,
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the battlements, God, no, my shit, my God, my sons.
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