
The newest chamber opera by Erling Wold, “a true California 
eccentric and polymath” (Bachtrack) and “The Eric Satie of 
Berkeley surrealist/minimalist electro-artrock (Village Voice), 

The opera is built of the stories of Daniil Kharms and his 
OBERIU friends who, born during the time of the Tsars, fancied 
themselves aristocrats and true artists, following in the 
footsteps of Kazimir Malevich and other troublemakers, and 
who were purged and died during Nazi invasion of Leningrad.  
During those horrors, while living in abject fear and panic, they 
laughed and laughed, loved wordplay and nonsense, rejoiced in 
absurdity, and held onto that love and joy and laughter to very 
end. The San Francisco Chronicle called it “a feverish mashup 
of artistic and political history, commentary on vinegar and 
meatballs, and non sequiturs, all set to Wold’s tangy, versatile 
score.”


The cast features Timur, the “extravagantly transgressive 
tenor” (LA Times) in the role of Kharms, along with the “vocally 
resplendent” (Opera News) Laura Bohn, mezzo Nikola Printz 
and actor Bob Ernst. Conducted by Bryan Nies.

Erling Wold 
UKSUS

1 Overture 2 God what a terrible way to live 3 There once was a 
man named Semyonov 4 Fedja Davidovich 5 To the barricades we 
will run 6 One day Orlov ate too many mashed peas and died 7 You 
must drink some vinegar!  8 Boeuf Bub I 9 You are sewing, what 
silliness is that 10 A little old woman had only four teeth 11 
Elizaveta Bam!  12 Dearest Marina 13 The tobacco was all gone 14 
When Pushkin broke his legs 15 Ха ха ха Да хе хе хе 16 I see the 
world's distorted appearance 17 Falling Old Women 18 I am 
interested only in nonsense 19 What people do with themselves 
when they are alone 20 You have torn apart the stream of memory 
21 I greet you, desk! 22 Stool side table garbage pail 23 НОТЫ 
ВИЖУ ВИЖУ МРАК 24 Boeuf Bub II 25 The Divan Song 26 There 
once lived an old woman 27 Time machine, go to hell!  28 In my 
opinion, words that start with a “P” mean “sphere” 29 A hammer 
30 Where is the office clock 31 The karabister!  32 You are a god of 
nine legs 33 Vivacissimo Prestissimo Con Brio 34 Boeuf Bub III 35 
I pulled a sphere out of my head 36 Germans plunder Russian land 
37 Requiem mass for the painter Michelanglo 38 Does writing 
benefit the people 39 Can you explain that more closely 40 Fefjulka 
goes to Venezuela 41 My God! What is this
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• "Particularly impressive in the central role, the young Kazakh-
American, Los Angeles based tenor Timur Bekbosunov 
above gave a lovely performance, a calm center in the midst 
of the craziness" (Civic Center), and who is supported by the 
soprano duo of Nikola Printz and the "simply 
astonishing" (Beast in a Jungle) Laura Bohn.

• Bachtrack writes “The work of Erling Wold is like no other … 
Wold has been making chamber opera pieces since the 
1990s. They are, if you will, investigations of the fantastic.” 

• UKSUS had three productions, one in Austria and two in the 
US, supported by the NEA. 

• Wold’s operatic works have been produced in the United 
States, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, and the Czech 
Republic.
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